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Introduction:
Croft Castle Scheduled Monument No. 30303
Location: Castle Street
Parish: Winkleigh
County: Devon
NGR: SS 6307 0804

Background:
Croft Castle is a Norman Motte, one of two Norman earthworks in the Village of Winkleigh. The Village
Hall was built in 1935 (Fig 1) within the monument; the entrance lobby has been rebuilt twice since its
construction due to subsidence, the last time being 1982 (Fig 2) when deep foundations were dug for
underpinning.

Fig 1 Photo; Winkleigh Archive

Fig 2 Photo; Winkleigh Archive Mr Pym

A watching brief was carried out by ACE Archaeology Club, for the Winkleigh Village Hall Committee as
part of their Scheduled Monument Consent for the widening and relaying of a path to the Village Hall. This
work was needed to enable the Hall to comply with DDA requirements.
A short section of the path had already been widened and relayed with concrete, this was to be left in place
with the rest of the path to be widened to 4 feet (122 cm) and re-laid with concrete to the depth of 3 inches
(7.6 cm), with expansion joints every 13 feet (395.5 cm), see appendix 1.

Methodology:
Unstratified remains to be recorded photographically and any
stratified remains to be drawn. Spot heights were taken
before and after the work was carried out, see appendix 2.

Fig 3; Lower path before mechanical digger, Ace
member removing topsoil.

Fig 4; Higher path before work

The higher path; the tarmac and concrete were removed by hand as the mechanical digger could not reach
this point, the soil on the North side of the path to be removed by ACE (Fig 5).
The lower path; the tarmac to be removed by mechanical digger using toothed bucket, again all soil on the
North side of the path to be removed by ACE (Fig 6)

Fig 5

Fig 6

Result:
Higher path; the tarmac came up very easily revealing the remains of a cinder path. The soil on the North
side was removed by trowel, this contained many late 20th C finds including builders waste, probably from
when the front of the Hall was rebuilt in 1982. Underlying this there was also evidence of an earlier path
made up of white/ red chippings, a small area of yellow/grey clay was exposed.

Fig 7

Fig 8

Figs 7 to 9; Taken from the South, the higher path
after excavation at 2 metre increments, vertical pole
25 centimetres. Dark lines in foreground of Fig 10
are shadows.

Fig 9

Fig 10; Taken from the Southwest; the higher path after
excavation with a 2 metre and 50 centimetre pole.

Fig 10

Lower path: Turf growing over the tarmac was removed by spade then the mechanical digger was brought
in exposing several layers of tarmac under which there were black chippings, 19th/ 20th C glass, pottery,
metal and similar white/red chippings as the higher path. The remaining soil was removed by trowel; it
was mostly top soil, with only a small amount of redeposited slump at the SW end, by the existing
recently laid concrete. Figs 11 to 19; The lower path after excavation at 2 metre increments, vertical pole
25 centimetres. Taken from Southeast starting at the new concrete path, working eastwards to the gates.
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Fig 20: Taken from the North; the lower path after excavation with a 2 metre and 50centimetre pole.
Fig 21: Taken from the South; the lower path after excavation with a 2 metre and 50centimetre pole.
The lighter patches are sunlight.

Conclusion:
Higher path; although a greater depth of soil was removed from this section of the path (N side) it
appeared to be topsoil and redeposited slump, the clay was probably redeposited, because of its close
proximity to the drains and stench pipe that were laid when the hall was built and later disturbance.
Lower path; there was still plenty of 19th/20th C rubbish showing in the bottom of the cut when the
desired level for the concrete had been reached.
Providing that the Village Hall Committee and their contractors did not excavate any further than when
ACE left the site on the 14th, the monument has not been compromised by this work.
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Spot height record:

Level readings were taken from an offset at 60cm and 122 cm intervals across the path from each
handrail post, starting by the gates (east) and working up the slope to the hall (west), no readings were
taken from the posts by the existing concrete section as that was not to be removed. Position 1 was off
set from kerb stone (at 1.25mts) across gateway (at 70cm from W gate post), it was decided not to
remove the tarmac from here ( see appendix 1) as it was in good condition and ran under the gates which
are listed and could have been damaged.
The readings at 122 cm are generally greater than the 60 cm in the centre of the path because of the
slump from the monument itself, most of which was overlying older path material.

