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1. Introduction

The Moistown Archaeological Project has arisen out of research undertaken by ACE Archaeology 
Club into the medieval and post-medieval settlement at Moistown, Broadwoodkelly, Mid-Devon. 
ACE's involvement in Moistown started in 2008 with a one-day survey training session offered to 
the Broadwoodkelly History Society by ACE. Part of the sunken lane leading to Moistown was 
chosen for the training session, as the rest of the site was obscured by vegetation. The potential for  
more work at Moistown soon became apparent and with the continuous support of the landowners 
all of the vegetation has now been cleared and an earthwork survey of the whole site completed.

Site: Moistown
Location: Part of Pattiland Farm
Parish: Broadwoodkelly
County: Devon
NGR:  SS6276 0562

1.1 Background information and history of Moistown:

Moistown is described as a farmstead by the Devon Heritage Environment Record and is recorded 
as being of the modern period. Research by Dr Sylvia Warham, who is one of the current owners, 
has  discovered  that  land  owned  by  the  Moys  family  in 
Broadwoodkelly is first mentioned in 1301. 

         Originally the Moistown holding was very large and probably 
of high status, but during the 17th to 19th centuries the estate was 
divided, parcels of land were sold off and the buildings gradually 
fell into disrepair, so by the 1901 census nobody was recorded as 
living at Moistown. The 1944 Ordnance Survey map and an 1946 
RAF  aerial  photograph  show  that  only  two  buildings  were  still 
standing at that time and it  is thought that they were demolished 
sometime during the 1960's. The site is located on agricultural land, 
close to the mid-Devon village of Broadwoodkelly. Examination of 
the site within the landscape shows that the former buildings were 
approached via a tree-lined holloway running down from the main 
road. This holloway leads to the main buildings, which are situated 
on an extensive, low-lying, levelled platform, which appears to have 
been deliberately created. This area, which is below the level of the 
adjacent fields, is delineated by a scarp.

1.2 Previous investigations:

Previous work at this site includes:
1. Desktop survey of historical documentation, relating to family history (see Appendix 1) and 

historic mapping of the site (see Appendix 2).
2. Plane table and offset survey of  earthworks (see Figure 1.5)
3. Geophysical  survey  (earth  resistance)  of  the  site,  in  the  location  of  previously  mapped 

structures (see results in Appendix 3, page 12).
4. Dowsing (see Moistown Archaeology Project Interim report 2012, dowsing and geophysics. 

Appendix 4).
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Richard Moyse, a direct 
descendant of the Moys family, 
with his wife at Moistown.



Figure 1.3.  Moistown; Tithe Map 1839
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Figure 1.4. Moistown; 1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map 1889
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Figure 1.5. Earthwork Survey of Moistown completed in 2013
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2. Outline of the Moistown Archaeological Project

This  project seeks to enhance our existing archaeological  knowledge of the site  and to answer 
questions that have arisen during work undertaken to date. This research has been addressed using a 
multifaceted approach. The site was first  examined using historical documentary evidence, with 
plane table and offset survey carried out across the entire site to record existing earthworks. This 
was followed by geophysical survey (earth resistance) and dowsing.

During the course of this fieldwork it was noted that large farm vehicles regularly crossed 
the site to access adjacent fields and this raised concerns about the potential damage they might be 
causing to underlying archaeological deposits. To address this, it was suggested that an alternative 
access route be found, which posed no threat to any extant archaeology. A route crossing the scarp 
had  formerly  been  used  by  smaller,  narrower  vehicles  and  is  visible  in  the  1946  RAF  aerial 
photograph. This route is the only alternative means of reaching adjacent fields, but would need to 
be widened to accommodate modern farm machinery,  possibly bringing it  closer  to  underlying 
archaeology. 

The  next  stage  of  the  Moistown  Archaeological  Project  is  therefore  to  investigate  this 
potential alternative route, to examine and characterise the underlying building remains and seek 
evidence of damage caused by previous access. Based on the results of our earlier fieldwork we 
propose excavating two trenches. These will variously examine any archaeology in the suggested 
alternative access route and determine whether there has been traffic damage to the buildings. One 
trench will also assess the accuracy of using dowsing as a means of archaeological investigation.
 

Dowsing  in  archaeology  has  always  been  a  contentious  subject  and  whilst  many 
archaeologists  dowse very few of  their  results  are  ever  published.  ACE has  the opportunity  at 
Moistown to carry out research to determine just how effective dowsing can be in contributing to 
archaeological investigation. In 2012, ACE held three dowsing sessions within the gridded area of 
the  site,  recording  what  was  found.  Geophysical  survey  (Earth  Resistance  and  later  in  2013 
Magnetometry)  was  then  undertaken  within  the  same  gridded  area  (see  the  Dowsing  and 
Geophysics Project, 2012 Interim Report in Appendix 4). Excavation within the survey area is now 
needed to verify the validity of both the dowsing and geophysics results.

2.1 Summary of Project Aims and Objectives:

The main aims of the project are as follows:
• To record the site in its current condition, as the area is threatened by farm vehicles, which 

cross the site to access adjacent fields.
• To verify the presence of any residual buildings, as recorded on OS and tithe maps and to 

inform  future  management  plans  of  the  site,  providing  some  protection  for  any  extant 
historical buildings. 

• To assess any damage caused by vehicles and help inform and create future management 
strategies for the protection of the site.

• To make a qualitative assessment and comparison of the validity of dowsing and geophysics 
as archaeological research tools.

Key objectives within the project are:
• Contribute to improving the currently scant archaeological knowledge of Mid-Devon.
• Train volunteers in all aspects of excavation.
• To involve and engage with the local community in furthering the knowledge of the area and 

its past, drawing upon local oral history to enhance the archaeological results.
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2.2 Method statement:

Two trenches are initially proposed to meet the immediate research aims of the project:

Trench 1 will define the nature of the settlement scarp; both in terms of establishing its location and 
the  character  of  its  construction;  whether  it  represents  a  single  or  multiphase  episode,  with 
subsequent recutting. The findings will determine the possible effect on underlying archaeology, 
with regard to the access route and help inform the future management of the site.

Trench 2 will transect the position of buildings shown on previous tithe and OS maps and assess 
potential damage from larger farm vehicles. It will also examine areas of interest flagged up on 
dowsing and geophysical surveys, both determining whether there is any correlation between these 
methods and informing future research.

Figure 2.1: Position of trenches

The excavation will be carried out with care under research conditions, the emphasis being 
on recording as much information as possible relating to the archaeology of the scarp and settlement 
structures and their destruction.

All  artefacts  found  during  the  excavation  will  have  their  position  recorded  three 
dimensionally to allow for detailed analysis of deposition. The artefacts will be analysed in-house 
with guidance from various experts. Bulk samples will be taken from areas of interest,  such as 
hearths, middens, or where preservation of organics is likely.

7



2.3 Excavation:

2.3.1 Pre-excavation:

A detailed 1:100 earthwork survey has been produced and is accurately tied in to the Ordnance 
Survey grid. A contour survey of the trench will be carried out at 20 cm intervals at turf level and  
further surveys will be taken as the excavation proceeds. 

2.3.2 Excavation strategy:

The proposed trenches will be hand-excavated using trowels and hand tools, starting with manual 
de-turfing of the upper layer and followed by careful removal of underlying layers/substrates, to a 
maximum  depth  of  1.2  metres.  Each  layer  will  be  carefully  recorded, photographed,  planned, 
contour surveyed (see below) and all vertical sections drawn.

An up-to-date  site  matrix  will  be  maintained at  all  times and this  will  be  available  for 
inspection by specialists and other interested parties.

All  artefacts,  bulk  and  soil  samples  will  be  recorded  in  three  dimensions.  Should  the 
excavation not be completed during this season, the trenches will be lined with a protective plastic 
cover and then backfilled. The site will be monitored over the winter months to ensure that there is 
no damage by livestock (sheep) or other animals, with remedial action taken if necessary.

2.3.3 Resources and programming:

2.3.3.1 Staffing and equipment

The excavation will be co-directed by Wendy Howard and Janet Daynes, using a volunteer 
workforce. Volunteers will range from the complete novice to the very experienced. Training in all 
aspects will be offered and all volunteers will be encouraged to discuss and interpret what is found. 

The maximum number of volunteers at any one time will be fifteen.

1. As much of the post excavation analysis will be done in-house, specialist support will be 
sought when deemed necessary.

2. Wendy Howard and Janet Daynes will be responsible for producing the report.
3. It is envisaged that there will be numerous artefacts found during the excavation. A finds 

team will be trained in the handling and cataloguing techniques needed. This also applies to 
the taking and recording of environmental samples.

4. Health  and  safety:  the  directors  are  aware  of  the  regulations  governing  excavation  and 
personal safety and will ensure that they are adhered to at all times (see Section 5 below). 

5. Equipment:  all  larger  hand  tools  will  be  provided  by  ACE  and  Devon  Archaeological 
Society. Most volunteers will have their own personal digging kit (ie trowel, plasterers leaf 
etc). There will be spare kit on site if needed.

2.3.3.2 Timetable:

Not  knowing  the  depth  of  the  stratigraphy  makes  it  impossible  to  determine  how  long  the 
excavation will take. For 2013, we have set aside two weeks in September for the work to be carried 
out. Given the indeterminate nature of the underlying deposits, some flexibility may be adopted to 
either  extend  the  excavation  if  work  reveals  that  important  structures  or  deposits  could  be 
compromised by the trench methodology, or curtail work in the event of finding unsafe conditions. 
If the proposed excavation is not completed within this time, the bottom of the trenches will be 
protected  by  membrane  and  then  backfilled.  The  excavation  will  continue  in  the  following 
year/years until it is completed.
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3. Recording

• The site directors will be responsible for all of the recording, but with the emphasis on 
ensuring the volunteers are familiar with the equipment and site systems and training them, 
if necessary, to carry out all aspects of recording.

• A site grid was established for the survey work and will  continue to be utilised for the 
excavation.

• An automatic level will be used on-site to record the position and levels of all contexts, 
features, environmental samples and small finds, with the results recorded in a site record.

• All  contexts and features will  be recorded on dedicated  pro-forma and each allocated a 
unique number. These will be plotted and recorded in three dimensions, with the details 
recorded in the Site Register. 

• A site matrix illustrating the stratigraphic relationship between the different contexts will be 
maintained on a regular basis, volunteers will be encouraged to discuss the implications of 
this.

• A digital photographic record of all contexts and features will be maintained and catalogued 
for future scrutiny.

• Trench planning using drawing and photogrammetric recording will be carried out at a scale 
of 1:20, with detailed planning of specific contexts/features carried out at 1:10. Sections will 
be drawn at a scale of 1:10.

4. Finds

All finds are to be recorded in three dimensions, and placed in numbered bags on site. The details 
will be recorded both on the bag and in a Finds Register. After the excavation, all artefacts will be 
processed  appropriately  depending  on  the  material,  either  following  discussion  with  relevant 
specialists, or referring the material to them for analysis.

5. Health and Safety

• Risk assessments will be carried out prior to commencement of excavation and other works. 
All on-site personnel will be required to fill in an information form prior to excavation, 
recording personal and emergency contact details, any relevant health issues and allergies 
that might be affected by this fieldwork and date of last tetanus injection.

• A First Aid kit will be kept on site and trained first aiders will be present at all times. OS co-
ordinates  will  be  recorded,  and  available  in  case  the  emergency  services  need  to  be 
contacted. 

• Mobile phones will be on-site and a land-line telephone will also be available nearby.
• Excavation will  not exceed a depth of 1.2 metres without integrating stepping of trench 

sides, or the utilisation of Acroprops or suitable shoring to support walls or trench sides. No 
excavation will exceed 2 metres in depth.

6. Environmental Work

Environmental sampling will be used to help understand the history of the site and determine any 
temporal changes in local environment and land-use, so will target flora, fauna and sedimentary 
deposits.
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6.1 Sampling Strategy:

The  sampling  strategy  for  the  excavation  is  to  take  as  many  appropriate  samples  as  deemed 
necessary, to ensure information is not lost during the excavation. Bulk samples will be taken for 
future analysis from key contexts and areas of particular interest, such as hearths, middens, or where 
preservation of organics is evident or likely.

All environmental samples are to be double-bagged and recorded on dedicated pro-forma, with each 
allocated a unique number that will be included in and on, each bag. The precise three-dimensional 
position of each sample will be recorded on the outer bag and on the context record and site register. 

Suggested sampling, which will be dependent on excavation findings and funding:
Pollen / Phytolith
Faunal
Beetles / Molluscs
Macrofossil Analysis
Soil micromorphology
Phosphate Analysis
Charcoal analysis

7. Archive 

7.1 Site Archive Specification

The Project  Directors  will  be  responsible  for  maintaining  the  site  archive.  Details  of  contexts, 
samples and artefacts will all be allocated a unique number and be entered onto a pro-forma whilst 
on site. This material will be digitised at the end of the season.

7.2 Archive deposition

When the analysis is completed all artefacts will be retained by the current landowners. This archive 
will be publicly available on request, at events and on open days. Should the present landowners 
move or their circumstances change, the archive will be offered for deposit at either the Museum of 
Barnstaple  and  North  Devon,  or  the  Royal  Albert  Memorial  Museum  in  Exeter.  None  of  the 
environmental samples collected during the excavation will need curation after analysis. 

8. Publication and Presentation

8.1 Publication:

An  interim  report  will  be  produced  within  one  year  after  the  excavation,  this  being  digitally 
published and made available in PDF format on the ACE website.  Copies will  be deposited at 
Devon HER and on OASIS. A full  excavation report  will  be produced at  the conclusion of all  
excavations.

8.2 Presentation:

An open day will be held during the excavation and an exhibition of the project work completed to 
date will be displayed at the ACE event during the CBA's Archaeology Festival 2013 and at various 
other locations. After the excavation is completed a new exhibition presenting the results will be 
produced for display. Presentations will be given locally, at Broadwoodkelly and Winkleigh; this 
will also be offered to a wider audience at various seminars or conferences.

10



9. Budget

Costs will be kept to a minimum by all volunteers very generously paying their own travel and 
subsistence expenses. The main excavation costs involved relate to: equipment and consumables, 
these are set out in Appendix 6 .  Specialist services have to be approximated at this stage, as these 
will depend upon the findings during excavation.  Some in-house post-excavation work will deal 
with the washing and marking of finds, in accordance with accepted protocols for specific materials 
and artefacts.

Anticipated expenditure: £1,577.43
Estimated specialist services (10 days @ £200 per day): £2,000.

10. Conclusion

The  ultimate  aim  of  the  Moistown  Archaeological  Project  is  to  increase  the  knowledge  of 
archaeology  in  rural  Mid-Devon,  an  area  which  is  often  overlooked  archaeologically.  The 
excavation findings will be used to help inform and create future management strategies for the 
protection of the site and provide some protection for any extant historical building remains. The 
intention is to verify the presence of any residual buildings, as recorded on OS and tithe maps,  
recording the  site  in  its  current  condition  and assess  the  impact  of  farm traffic  on  underlying 
archaeology. Finally, to make a qualitative assessment and comparison of the validity of dowsing 
and geophysics as archaeological research tools.
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Appendices

 Appendix 1: Historical documentation: A History of Moistown. 

 Appendix 2: Historical documentation: Notes on the Tithe Map.

 Appendix 3: Results of the Geophysical survey: Earth Resistance survey.  See page 12.

Appendix 4: Moistown Archaeology Project Interim report 2012, dowsing and geophysics. 

Appendix 5: Itemised list of anticipated expenditure.  See page 13.
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 Appendix 3: Results of the Geophysical survey: Earth Resistance survey.
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Appendix 5:

List of expenditure

The list below is comprehensive, although some items are essential others can be borrowed

(gazebo, wheelbarrow, solar panel etc) or done without this season (new tapes).

Excavation expenditure

Arrows x 10 = £34.80

Drafting film = £79.00

Bags

• Finds large; = £17.45

• Dustbin bags; = £5.00

• Bulk sample bags; 375 x 500 mm x20 = £6.96

Erasers; 2x = £1.96

Finds brushes; £6.50

Gas cooker; £35.00

Gas bottle (refill); £30.00

Gazebo; £80.00 plus about £20 for weighted feet.

Hard Hats @ £2.94 x 6 = £17.64

Laminating pouches 100 x A3; = £19.19

Masking tape; £1.45

Paper

• Photo; £11.75

• Printer; £23.99

Pencils (6H) £1.45 each x 10 = £14.50

Pencil sharpeners; £0.46 each x 10 = £4.60

Plastic finds boxes various; £35.00

Plastic folders x 10 = £10.30

Plastic storage boxes (for finds and folders/paperwork) x 3 = £45

Poly pockets x 100 = £10.97

Polythene to line trench 20 x 2.5 m (Wickes) = £19.49

Printer ink x 3 = £49.98

Ring files; £2.22 each x 10 = £22.00

Scissors; £6.99 x 2 = £ 13.98

Sieves; birch frames (trad) £21.45 each, metal one £7.70 both have 6mm mesh

Solar panel to run laptop; a standard 200w panel £250, camping battery (Deep Cycle, 110Ah) -

£120, basic small charge controller - £70, small inverter - £100. Total: £540

Sundries (Milk, Coffee, Tea, Sugar, Toilet rolls) = £20.00

Survey pegs; @ £3.95 for 10
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Tapes:

50 m x 4; @£43.50 = £174

30 m x 4; @£29.40 = £117.6

Up date First Aid box £22.00

USB flash drive 32 GB £15. 69

Waterproof pens @ £2.00 x 5 = £10

Wheelbarrow (Wickes); £49.99

(Not including post ex) Total = £1577.43

Post-excavation expenditure

Specialist services have to be approximated at this stage, as these will depend upon the findings

during excavation. Some in-house post-excavation work will deal with the washing and marking of

finds, in accordance with accepted protocols for specific materials and artefacts.

Possible post excavation analysis of:

Pottery

Other finds

Pollen / Phytolith analysis

Faunal analysis

Soil micromorphology

Charcoal analysis

Phosphate analysis

Estimated specialist services (10 days @ £200 per day): £2,000.

Hall hire for presentation to the public;

Winkleigh Community Centre; Small hall and kitchen @ £3.50 each per hour.

Public presentation; small hall 3 hours, kitchen 1 hour = £14.00
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