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1. Introduction
Site: Moistown
Location: Part of Pattiland Farm
Parish: Broadwoodkelly
County: Devon
NGR: SS6276 0562
The Moistown Archaeology project completed its third season in 2015. The aims of this season are
to reopen Trenches 1 and 2. Trench 2 is also
to be extended at the north end on the southwest side to investigate the cut in the cobbles
and the possible robbed out gable wall. This
work was, of course weather dependant,
especially Trench 1, which is situated on a
steep slope and therefore would require to be
excavated in reasonably dry conditions to
prevent erosion of the
archaeological
surfaces. Unfortunately the meteorological
forces were against us, it rained for most of
the excavation, so the reopening of Trench 1
was abandoned (there were also occasional
gales, one of which completely destroyed a
gazebo!).
Figure 1: The Trench 2 the south westerly extension.
In the previous two seasons we excavated for
just two weeks in late summer but in 2015 we
increased this to three, starting with one week
in May. This worked really well and at the
end of that week, Trench 2 was left open for
the Step Back In Time Festival in July (part of
the Council for British Archaeology's Festival
of Archaeology), so that visitors could see
what had been found and also have a go at
digging. The trench was also left open after
the festival, so when it came to the two weeks
excavation in late August, there was no
backfill removal to be done and we were able
to start digging from day one.
Figure 2: The future generation of archaeologists at the Step Back In Time Festival in July.
In the 2014 season I had tried to get more done than was feasible in the time that we had. Therefore
some (exhausted) volunteers had to come back the weekend after the dig officially finished, to carry
out the last contour survey and backfill the trench. So a more relaxed approach was taken in 2015
and funnily enough we got far more done than I expected, even though 4 days were lost over the
season due to bad weather! This was probably due to the marvellous workforce of volunteers, who
have become (if not already!) a very proficient team of diggers over the years.
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2. Excavation
Trench 2

Figure 3: Trench 2 at the start of the season.
As in previous years, once the backfill and
horticultural barrier were removed, trowels
only were used to excavate. In May, the trench
was extended and the removal of the
redeposited material at the south-east end of
the trench continued. Deposits here were
much deeper than in the rest of Trench 2, the layer (202) dipped steeply to the south-west, this side
of the trench always being damp. Very little building material was found in this layer, except for
some modern Portland cement which along with the plastic string (found previously), supports the
theory that it must have been deposited during the later demolishing in the 1970's. This layer, when
removed, showed that the lower redeposited material (212) found on the north-east side of the
trench in 2014, continued across the trench. Interestingly the interface of the two contexts produced
a good deal of pottery some of which was early medieval.
A contour survey was completed but before
we could continue to excavate any further,
gales completely trashed our gazebos and this
end of trench 2 got flooded, so work here was
delayed a little. When the trench dried out
digging continued, in the south-east corner
large building stones were found with dark
soil and voids between them which contained
mortar, pieces of brick, pottery and a dung
beetle nest! (223).

Figure 4: The large building stones with pottery and mortar, in the south-east corner of the trench.
The trench was then left open for the festival in July, for the guided tours of the site. The cobbles
had been nicely washed off by the rain, revealing that some of them were granite, these were plotted
and the plan amended. The internal cobbles in Trench 2 [211] were now the bright colours of
freshly quarried stone, so they must have been covered by roofing during, or soon after
construction, all of the exterior cobbles being dull and weathered.
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In August, with new gazebos having been
acquired, we were well prepared for wet
weather, which was just as well as we had 27
millimetres of rain over the first night of the
dig!
Gradually the redeposited material (212) at
the south-east end of the trench was
excavated (see figure 6) to reveal more
cobbles [230], these stepped down from the
exterior cobbles [213] found in 2014 and
were of similar size and construction, there
had been some repairs made using brick.
Figure 5: Plotting in a granite cobble.
The anomaly in the south-east corner of the
trench (223) had carried on through the
redeposited material (212) and on into the
cobbles, some of the large stones and dark soil
had been removed, producing more pottery
sherds and building materials.
On the south-west side of the trench the
cobbles gave way to a stone lined drain [232],
probably explaining why this side of the
trench was always damp.

Figure 6: The redeposited material being cleaned off of the cobbles.
When the drain was partially excavated, it started to
fill with water, so a hole was punched into the
south-west corner of the trench (still within the
drain) to allow it to escape, fortunately this worked
very well. Only part of the drain could be
excavated as the rest of it lay beyond the limits of
the trench. The threshold [217] between the exterior
cobbles [213] and interior cobbles [211] was
excavated, this was very unlike the threshold at the
north-west end of the interior cobbles as it was just
full of random stones, with no evidence of any
having been used to level whatever had formed the
threshold. This end of the trench was then cleaned
up and recorded.
Figure 7: The drain filling with water!
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Figure 8: The south-east end of Trench 2 at the end of the 2015 season.

Trench 2 extension

The extension is 2 x 3 metres. After a
contour survey, the turf was removed and
the topsoil trowelled away, this being very
thin and non-existent in places. The top of
the demolished building material was soon
revealed. This material was the same as that
found in the main part of Trench 2 (203).

Figure 9: The demolished building material just under the turf, being trowelled away.
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Along the north-west side of the trench,
exterior cobbles were found, these were the
same as in the main part of Trench 2. Some
wall stones started to appear, running in a
south-westerly direction, from near the door
threshold in Trench 2 and into the extension.

Figure 10: Trench 2 extension (with ranging poles), at the end of the week in May.
The extension was then left until August
when a 1 metre slot was put in to try to
ascertain the whereabouts of gable end wall
and if it had indeed been robbed out. The
slot was cut up to the edge of the internal
cobbles [211] in Trench 2 and was very
difficult to excavate because the demolished
building material was packed with stone,
mortar, small bits of brick, glass, metal and
pot sherds. On the third day, after removing
a piece of metal, cobbles [227] were found
underneath, these were 5 centimetres lower
than the cobbles [204] at the north-west side
of the trench but they looked similar to
them.
Figure 11: Cobbles starting to appear during the retrieval of a piece of metal.
The rest of the demolished building material
was removed from the metre slot, to reveal
more cobbles leading to the base of a stone
wall [229], this comprising of good quality
faced un-bonded local stone, being quite
narrow at only 50 centimetres wide. The wall
did appear to have been robbed out which
necessitated the removal of some of the internal
cobbles, cobble bedding and levelling material
to gain access to the lower stones, the internal
cobbles [211] being 35 centimetres higher than
the cobbles [227] the other side of the wall to
the south-west. If there is a wall cut it will lay
beneath the cobbles on the South-west side and
below the cobble levelling material to the north-east.
Figure 12: The excavated metre slot showing the cobbles and the wall.
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The 1 metre slot was recorded and then the area between the higher [204] and lower [227] cobbles
was excavated. Here a step was found in the cobbles [204] onto the lower cobbles [227]. The
suspected wall stones that were found earlier, running from near the door threshold in Trench 2
towards the trench extension, proved to be the base of a wall [225] and continued right up to the
step in the cobbles, this being on the same alignment.

Figure 13: A step in the cobbles, abutted to the end of the wall.

Both walls [225 & 229] were possibly
built at the same time, or have at least
been tied together during construction.
However they are quite different in
character, much smaller stones were used
in wall [225] and are bonded with a cob
like material.

Figure 14: The two walls, [225] beneath the 50 centimetre scale and [229] the finds tray.
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There are two robber holes or cuts, one [219] by the threshold in Trench 2 and the other [234], on
the step in the cobbles [204] close to the south-west section in the extension. These are just to the
north but on the same alignment of the wall [225], both had a large faced building stone randomly
placed in them and the surrounding fill comprised of the demolished building material (203). Both
cuts were oval in shape, this allied to the damage of the surrounding area, could be evidence of the
removal of a post or pillar and probably occurred at the same time as this part of the building was
demolished. Excavation of the two cuts was not completed in 2015.

Figure 15: The partially excavated cut [219], very near the threshold.

Figure 16: The partially excavated cut [234], surrounded by the demolished building material.
The excavation of the extension and this end of the trench being finished was then recorded.
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Trench 3

This trench is 2 x 3 metres with a 1 metre baulk dividing it from Trench 2. Like Trench 2, it is
situated within the dowsing and geophysics grid and more ephemeral earthworks, it has also seen
heavy farm vehicle traffic. It is hoped that this additional trench will add to the information already
obtained from Trench 2 and help answer the questions posed in the project outline.
Trench 3 was opened during the Step Back In Time Festival in July. In Trench 3, it was decided to
recover finds by using a finds tray for each context rather than the three dimensional recording in
Trench 2, to compare the methods and results. The trench was firstly contour surveyed, then deturfed, there was little or (mostly) no topsoil
at all, other than what was in the meagre grass
roots.
After another contour survey,
trowelling began. This was extremely hard
going as this context (301) which extended
across the entire trench, appeared to be
compacted demolished cob, only a few pieces
of pottery were found at this level. By the
end of the festival weekend large stones had
started to appear, running on the same
alignment as those found in the extension to
Trench 2, we had to now wait until August to
find out if the stones were the remains of a
wall or just building rubble.
Figure 17: The compacted cob was very hard to trowel, this area seeing the heaviest farm traffic.
On the second day of the excavation in
August, diggers very quickly trowelled down
onto some cobbles [303], these were only 11
to 15 centimetres under the top of the turf and
a kerb stone (partially in the section) set
within them, only 6 centimetres below!
Interestingly the cobbles were 24 centimetres
higher than the internal cobbles [211], only
1.5 metres away in Trench 2. The cobbles
were very unlike any that had been found to
date, they were very small, fine and closely
set in comparison to those found previously.
Figure 18: The fine cobbles found in Trench 3, those to the right of the slot are crakcked.
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The compacted cob (301) was gradually removed, this produced a small number of finds including
metal, brick, glass, tile and pot (some medieval). This revealed more of the fine cobbles [303]
which dipped and disappeared at the south-east corner of the trench. The kerb stone that was set in
the cobbles and straddled a small slot [307] in the cobbles. The cobbles [305] to the south-west of
the slot were in poor condition, being cracked and fire shattered, with burnt material around them
which would indicate that this was a hearth.
At the north-west end of the trench, more cobbles [304] were found, these were very similar to the
exterior cobbles [204] found in Trench 2. Dividing these rough cobbles and the fine ones was the
base of a cob wall [302], the stones found
during the festival were associated with this
wall but had been dislodged from it. The wall
was at least 75 centimetres across, faced
building stone were found on the exterior
(north-west) side with only a few found in
situ on the interior side, the others could have
been robbed out during demolition, as it is
usual to have a stone base or face of some
kind to a cob wall, while the core of the wall
is of a cob and rubble nature. The south-west
end of the wall appeared to dip and was
covered in a thin layer of what looked like
the demolished building material (203) in
Trench 2.
Figure 19: Trowelling the compacted cob away from the cobbles and wall base that lay beneath.

Figure 20: Trench 3 looking north-west.
The trench was recorded and then the baulk between Trench 2 and 3 was removed, this proved to be
most interesting.
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Baulk 2

Removing the turf revealed the layer of the
compacted cob (301) overlying the
demolished building material (203), the layer
of compacted cob did not extend across to the
Trench 2 side of the baulk. Within the
demolished building material (203) there
were sooty deposits, chimney lining
(especially at the south-east end of the baulk),
lots of bits of brick and mortar, very much
like that found in Trench 2.

Figure 21: Excavating the baulk.
At the north-west end of the baulk, exterior cobbles were found which confirmed that cobbles [204
& 304] were in fact the same context. The large piece of granite that ran under the baulk in Trench
2 ended only 10 centimetres in, behind it were what looked like the base stones for a cob wall.
These stones were not on the same alignment with the other wall stones found in Trench 3, being
approximately 50 centimetres more to the north-west and orientated in the same direction, possibly
the corner of a bread oven?
As we continued to remove the baulk, it
became apparent that the interior cobbles in
Trench 2 [211] continued under the baulk for
only about 10 centimetres and abutted the
(2014 season) suspected stone wall [236] in
the section. This proved to be a stone pier
attached to what was left of a larger cob wall,
with lime plaster on part of the south-west
face of the pier, the plaster continued at right
angles to this, on and along the edge of the
cobbles [211]. The remains of the cob wall
are the same dimension as the wall in Trench
3 and backs onto the hearth [305] area (see
Figure 21) and would appear be part of the
same building.
Figure 22: The stone pier and the remains of a cob wall, with lime plaster.
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Figure 23: The cob wall, seen here between the cobbles in Trench2 and the hearth in Trench 3.

The door threshold [209] In Trench 2,
continued only for about 10 centimetres under
the baulk, being stopped by a wall stone.

Figure 24: The fully excavated north-east end of the door threshold.

Having removed the baulk the 2 x 1 metre
sections at each end of it were recorded.

Figure 25: Drawing the north-west facing section of the baulk.
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Trench 3a

With six digging days in hand and all planned
tasks well ahead of schedule, it was decided to
open another trench. Trench 3a being 2 x 2
metres, with a 1 metre baulk between Trench 3
and 2, this would enable continuous sections,
both north-west and north-east facing, within
the excavated area.
After a contour survey the turf was removed,
again just as Trench 3 the turf and topsoil was
very meagre, revealing more compacted cob
but this time with a lot more stone within it,
making digging very difficult. The finds from
this layer were similar to that in Trench 3.
Figure 26: Preparing for a contour survey of the top of the compacted cob.

On the north-east side and particularly in the
south-east corner of the trench, it became
very stony and within the stones the colour
and texture of the cob differed slightly to the
upper layer. This was very similar to that
found in the south-west corner of Trench 3,
where the cobbles were missing.
Under the cob layers, more cobbles were
found, exactly like those in Trench 3.

Figure 27: Finding more fine cobbles was a delight after trowelling through the compacted cob!
There was a line of kerb stones (see figure 29) set within the cobbles on the same alignment as the
slot [307] in Trench 3 but at a right angle to the kerb stone there.
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In the north-west corner there is a break in
the cobbles and kerb stones, this does not
look like damage, as the cobbles are
bordered by some slightly larger stones,
similar to those in Trench 3 that are edging
the wall, this could be associated with the
hearth and maybe the side of the chimney.
In the north-east corner of the trench the
cobbles dipped and disappeared, this looks
as though it will continue under the baulk to
Trench 3 joining to the damaged area there.
Trench 3a was then tidied up and recorded.
Figure 28: The break in the cobbles here maybe structural rather than damage.

Figure 29: Trench 3a at the end of the 2015 season.
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Figure 30: The end of the 2015 season plan of Trench 2, 3 and 3a with the baulk removed.
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The Plan of the trenches
Extending the limits of the excavation area
this year, has helped to give a much better
idea of the layout of Moistown and its
complicated past. This is shown in the end of
season plan. To aid the key there is a little
more explanation below.
The cobbles
The exterior cobbles running across
the entire north-west end of Trench 2
and 3 are probably part of a courtyard
within the building complex. This being very
practical, if not necessary to facilitate
pedestrian, animal and vehicle access and
also to guide rain water away from the
buildings.
The exterior cobbles at the south-east
end of Trench 2, as suspected in 2014,
extend to the end of the trench. They are
quite rough in quality, with a step and are sloping away from the building to the south-west, some are slumping into the drain, several repairs using
brick have been carried out.
It is uncertain if the cobbles found in the extension to Trench 2 are interior or exterior, they are quite large and roughly set, possibly being more
of an agricultural, rather than domestic nature. There are cobbles missing by the wall at the north-west facing section and by the cut close to the
north-east facing section, this damage could possibly have been caused during the first phase of demolition.
The interior cobbles in Trench 2, now appear to be in a narrow room or passageway only 2 metres wide, running along the gable end of a cob
building. It is uncertain as to whether it is contemporary with the cob building, or was added at a later date. As yet there is no sign of access into
the adjoining building; this question will hopefully be answered in the 2016 season. The excavation of the metre slot in Trench 2 and the extension,
showed that a lot of levelling material had to be put down before the cobbles could be laid, see section drawings, figures 34-36. This was the same
material as the cobble bedding but the bedding had had most of the larger stones removed. As suspected in 2014, the cut or damage to the cobbles
17

along the north-east facing section of Trench 2 was caused by the removal of the stones from a wall, shown clearly by the excavation in the extension.
The fine and very beautiful (in my opinion) cobbles found in Trench 3 and 3a are quite different to any found previously and being very much of
a domestic nature. The cobbles are mostly a light bluey-grey, with a few dark grey/ black ones between them (one looking and feeling smooth,
like polished marble) but with no distinguishable pattern, as yet. In Trench 3 there is a row of neatly cut kerb stones running through the
cobbles. The cobbles are edged with larger stones along the cob wall in Trench 3 and by the possible chimney side in Trench 3a. Cobbles are
notoriously difficult to date but fine cobbles like these were very popular with the wealthy classes in the 17th century which is most interesting. The
cobbles in both Trench 3 and 3a have been damaged and with areas where the cobbles are missing altogether, this must have happened during
demolition because some small cobbles were found in the compacted cob layer above.
The walls
The walls found during the 2015 season answered some questions but posed even more! It was satisfying to find that the damage to the internal
cobbles in Trench 2 had, as suspected, been caused by the robbing out of stone from a wall. However, it was thought to have been a gable end
wall, this is possibly not the case as it is only 50 centimetres wide, which is probably not enough for a substantial wall, especially if the stone
had been topped with cob. If the wall was entirely constructed from stone, then the width would have probably been sufficient for a large wall, or was
this narrow building a lean-to structure on the side of the cob building to the east?
The wall found in Trench 3 and the baulk, looks to be of typical Devonshire cob construction, this having had a stone base. How high this stone base
was is impossible to ascertain here, as the stratigraphy is so shallow and destruction so great, that there is nothing left above the level of the cobbles.
Hopefully as Trench 3 is enlarged and the bulk removed, this question will be answered, along with what relationship this wall has with the wall
appearing in the south-west facing section, straddling the interior and exterior cobbles, near the south-east end in Trench 2.
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The sections
All of the sections that have been drawn in previous
years have been updated where excavation has
continued.

Figure 31: Trench 2, south-west facing section.
This section now shows the continuing exterior cobbles and the damage to them at the south-east end of the trench.
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Figure 32: Trench 2, north-east facing section.
The north-east section above is still incomplete; the area between 3 and 7 metres still
needs to be excavated. This has been held over until the Trench 2 extension
excavation is completed, now that the position and depth of the wall here is known it
is possible to proceed with this.
This updated section shows the drain with two layers of redeposited material on top
of it. Although the drain still functions it is damaged and may have had originally a
stone slab cover which has been since removed. It will be interesting to see the
relationship between the drain and the wall.
The north-west facing section shows the exterior cobbles which slope steeply to the
drain and are slumping into it. This probably happened during an episode of
demolishing. The building material on the other side of the trench could be part of
what is left of a lean-to building on the south-east side of the cob building, shown on
the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1889.
Figure 33: Trench 2, north-west facing section.
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Figure 34: Trench 2, south-west facing staggered section.

Figure 35: (above) The green line shows the position of the section in figure 34.
Figure 36: (right) Trench 2 extension (and part of Trench 2), north-west facing section.
The staggered section in Figure 34 shows clearly the way the cobbles [211] were laid, with a deep layer of levelling material put in first, before the
21

cobbles were bedded in. Much of the bedding and levelling material had been disturbed during the removal of the wall stones but it is still possible to
see that the wall had been built first before the cobble floor had been added. The cobbles to the south-west of the wall seem to have been covered with
demolition material from the early episode of demolition at the turn of the 19th/20th century. Along with the usual bits of brick, mortar, glass, pot
sherds and metal found in this context (203) there were a many pieces of granite found in this area.

The north-east facing section in the Trench 2 extension
shows just how thin the topsoil is in this area. Also note the
different height of the cobbles at the north-west end of the
trench [204] and the lower ones to the south-east [227].
Unfortunately the step between the cobbles cannot be seen
here as there is damage in that area (centre of the section).

Figure 37: Trench 2 extension north-east facing section.
The following section (Figure 38) is the south-east facing section encompassing the Trench 2 extension, Trench 2, the baulk and Trench 3. This 7
metre section, clearly demonstrates the order of demolition, with the compacted cob (301) overlying the other demolition materiel (203). What this
does not tell us is when this occurred. It is fairly certain that the demolition material (203) was deposited during the first phase of demolition at the
turn of the 19th / 20th century because of the building material found in it, which included sooty deposits and chimney lining found near the hearth and
amongst the many finds in this matrix, there were none of a later date.
There was nothing found in the compacted cob (301) to suggest a later deposition date either, except for a plastic shotgun cartridge (discharged) found
in the top/ interface with the turf. However there was substantial damage to the fine cobbles [303 & 308] found in Trench 3 and 3a, this could indicate
the use of heavy machinery which is more likely to have been used during the second phase of demolition in the 1970s, rather than the first. Also as
the fine cobbles are internal and situated in the wing that was demolished in the first phase, it is unlikely that any machinery would be inside the
building while it was being demolished! Allied with this, the lack of any depth of the topsoil which was mostly only found within the meagre roots of
the vegetation could indicate that only a short period of time has passed since the deposition of the compacted cob.
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Figure 38: The Trench 2 extension, Trench 2, the baulk and Trench 3, south-east facing section.

The south-west facing section in Trench 3 (Figure 39) shows just
how shallow the stratigraphy is in this trench, the base of the cob
wall being only 8.5 centimetres below the top of the turf. With
heavy modern farm machinery passing over this area, it is of little
surprise that the cob is so densely compacted. Ironically this could
have been protecting the archaeology beneath it. It is interesting to
note that the exterior cobbles are slightly higher than the interior
cobbles on the other side of the wall.

Figure 39: Trench 3, south-west facing section.
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Figure 40: Trench 3 and baulk, north-west facing section.
The north-west facing section of Trench 3 and the baulk, show the difference in the floor level height, in Trench 2 and 3, the Trench 2 cobbles [211]
just appearing in the bottom at the south-west end of the section. Between the cobbles in Trench 2 and the step in the section (at approximately 2.25
metres on the scale bar), is what is left of a cob wall, the demolition material on this contained a lot of mortar, small bits of brick, burnt/ heated cob,
soot and chimney lining. This is not surprising as this area is backing onto the hearth which is cobbled but there were none visible in the section. The
compacted cob (301) layer does not clearly overlie the demolished building material (203), rather more penetrating it a little, this being different to the
opposite, south-east facing section (Figure 38). However in the north-east facing section of Trench 3 (Figure 41), the compacted cob certainly does
overlie the demolished building material, so was deposited later, but when this happened is not yet certain.

Figure 41: Trench 3, north-east facing section.
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The four Trench 3a sections are seen below. The stony cob [209] underlying
the compacted cob [310], sits on top of the cobbles [308] and appears to fill the
damaged area where they are missing. Again, like the compacted cob, nothing
of a late 20th century date was found in this context. The cobbles extend
across much of the trench, this seen clearly in the sections, with the exception
of the south-east facing section (Figure 45). In the corner of the south-east and
north-east facing sections, where there is a gap in the cobbles, there is possibly
the side of a chimney [310], when the baulk between trenches are removed,
this will be ascertained.

Figure 42: (Above), Trench 3a south-west facing section.
Figure 43: (Right), Trench 3a north-west facing section.

Figure 44: (Above), Trench 3a north-east facing section.
Figure 45: (Right), Trench 3a south-east facing section.
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3. Artefacts
In previous seasons our Finds Officer had worked alone for most of the time, this was found to be
time consuming and exhausting for her. All finds were being three dimensionally recorded, which
takes time to do and with so many coming out of the ground, it delayed the digging. In 2015 a finds
team was put together to assist the Finds Officer, diggers took turns to take time out of the trench to
do this which was a great improvement.
We also experimented with the method of using a finds tray per context in Trench 3, it was much
quicker but as so much information was lost, this idea was abandoned when the trench was finished,
going back to three dimensional recording for the excavation of the baulk and Trench 3a.
In 2015 there was a total of 743 finds; 69 from the finds trays in Trench 3, and 674 from the rest of
the site, these being three dimensionally recorded.
Due to personal circumstances not much work has been done on the finds from this season, other
than washing the pottery, so there is little information for this interim. The variety of artefacts from
the 2015 season was very similar to that of the previous year, with possibly a few more sherds of
Saxo/ Norman ware and some very fine early medieval pottery, this has yet to be confirmed.

4. Conclusion
What a difference one season of excavation makes, some of the questions posed at the beginning of
the project have been answered, well partially, with many more being added!
One of the concerns raised while the earthwork survey was being carried out was the farm traffic
over the ephemeral earthworks of the buildings. One of the aims in the outline of the excavation
was to assess what, if any damage, this was doing to the underlying archaeology. In Trench 3 and
3a, the stratigraphy was found to be very shallow, with much of the archaeology lying under 10
centimetres below the top of the turf. However in this small area it looked as though little damage
had been caused to the archaeology, except possibly the stones in the base of the cob wall which
had been loosened. The reason for this could be the overlying layer of cob which had been
gradually compacted over the years by the ever increasing size and weight of the farm vehicles.
This protective layer of compacted cob does not cover the whole of the excavation area, although in
Trench 2 the upper contexts were similarly compacted where the route for vehicles has been. Apart
from the north-west end of Trench 2 which is mainly cobbled, the stratigraphy of the trench is
deeper than that of Trench 3 and 3a which may help in its preservation. However the wall stones
seen at the south-east end of the south-west facing section in Trench 2 (figure 28), are only covered
by a thin layer of redeposited topsoil. It will be very interesting to ascertain the condition of the
wall when this area is excavated. Found in close proximity to the wall, there was a spread building
stones in the upper layer (202) at the south-east end of Trench 2, these could have been dislodged
from the wall by machinery passing over it during demolition.
On the whole it may be safely concluded that using this route as access for vehicles of any kind is
not good for the preservation of the site, especially as the ground in the back filled trenches will
now be soft.
We are certainly getting a better picture of the layout and sequence of construction of the buildings
at Moistown, with the building in Trench 2 being added at a later date to the one in Trench 3 which
based on the style of cobbles, could possibly be 17th century. This building could be a wing that
was built onto an earlier range of buildings to the north-east, only further excavation will verify this.
It is not intended to excavate below these last surviving layers of the buildings, until a full picture of
the preservation and layout of the site is ascertained and a management strategy put in place.
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There is not yet enough information to satisfactorily compare the results and validity of the dowsing
and geophysical surveys, hopefully with one more season's excavation this will be possible,
although to cover the width of the grid used for the dowsing survey would mean taking out another
2 metres to the north-east of Trench 3.
Again Trench 1 was not opened this season, the weather being very much against this happening.
Also logistically this would be difficult to do at the same time as Trench 2 and 3 due to the amount
of kit and number of volunteers that are available, therefore Trench 1 will be excavated when
Trench 2 and 3 are completed. The urgency of Trench 1 being completed quickly because of the
possibility of that area becoming the new access for farm vehicles has now diminished, as
alternative access to the fields north of Moistown has been found.
The 2015 season was again very successful, everyone on site sharing their knowledge and skills
which has led to a very proficient team, that I am proud to be working with.

5. Future Work
The main object of the 2016 season will be to; remove the baulk separating Trench 3a from Trench
2 and 3, then excavate a 4 x 3 metre area, south-east of Trench 3a and joining the north-east side
Trench 2. It is envisaged that it will take the whole season to complete this as the stratigraphy at the
south-east end of Trench 2 was quite deep, so this area may be the same. In conjunction with this
work, in Trench 2, along the south-west side, the area where the cobbles [211] are missing, will be
excavated, this will hopefully establish the relationship between the wall and the drain.
Beyond this work, a further trench will be put in to the north-east of Trench 3 if necessary to fulfil
the remit of the project. However if enough information has been gathered by the completion of the
work mentioned above, digging will pause here until after Trench 1 has been excavated.

Figure 46: The last day, with the backfilling completed, puts a big smile on everyone’s face.
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